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IPCC definition of Adaptation

“The process of adjustment to actual or 
expected climate and its effects, in order to 
moderate harm or exploit beneficial 
opportunities.”

IPCC et al. (2022) Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. Working Group II Contribution 
to the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
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Intro to UK Policy & Activity



Heritage & Adaptation
§ Social & environmental 

benefits
§ Building design
§ Flood protection
§ Community engagement
§ Infrastructure upgrades & 

protection
§ Land use changes
§ Landscape restoration



Research & Activity

1. Developing & adopting 
good practice

2. Evidence to demonstrate 
the contribution of the 
historic environment to 
the resilience of places 
and communities

3. Managing loss





Learning from our past

§ Preventative measures
§ Precautionary measures
§ Inclusivity
§ Education
§ Research & development



Managing loss

§ Recognition of risk within CCRA3
§ Do we need new adaptive approaches where change is inevitable or 

conservation at current levels is not feasible?
§ Building confidence in face of difficult decisions



Key messages
§ We’re facing a climate emergency, but heritage is 

part of the solution

§ Protecting our heritage and delivering urgent    
climate action are compatible goals

§ Improving the resilience of heritage assets is 
critical for their long-term survival 

§ Some loss of and transformative change to 
heritage assets is unavoidable

§ Balancing climate action and heritage protection 
is complex, but managing change is what we do!


