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HES VISION

Scotland’s historic environment is 
cherished, understood, shared 
and enjoyed with pride, by 
everyone.



OUR PRIORITIES

The historic environment:

1. makes a real difference to people’s lives

2. is looked after, protected and managed for the generations to come

3. makes a broader contribution to the economy of Scotland and its people

4. inspires a creative and vibrant Scotland

5. is cared for and championed by a high-performing organisation



THAT MEANS…

We need to be able to tell people what we know about Scotland’s historic 
places:

• What is it?

• Where is it?

• How old is it?

• What does it look like?

• What happened there?

• Who is associated with it?

• What about archives and object?

• What is the context? (themes, social history etc.)

Without that, how can people understand their heritage?

How can they make the best decisions about it?

How can we expect people to care about it?



LOTS OF DATA!

We have:

• Over 100 public websites

• An Archive of over 5m items

• 40000 Objects Collection

• 336 Properties in Care

• Educational material

• Unpublished electronic data

• Unpublished physical records

If we were asked for all our information 

on a given site, subject or person 

we couldn’t do it.





HERITAGE HUB VISION

Create the place to go to 

for Scotland’s Heritage



SCOPE FOR HERITAGE HUB

Published

Canmore

Scran

Portal

HES Collections

Buildings at Risk Register

Dictionary of Scottish 
Architects

Historic Land Use 
Assessment

The Castles Register

Unpublished

Research

Scientific data

Plaques

Partnership sites: 

Britain From Above

Scotland’s Places

PastMap…

Visitor Sites:

Stirling Castle

Edinburgh Castle…

HES Corporate website (mostly) 

Engine Shed

NCAP

IN - SCOPE OUT - SCOPE



SCIENTIFIC DATA

aDNA Radiocarbon



SCIENTIFIC DATA



MANY CHALLENGES

• Many internal and external stakeholders

• Communication and involvement has been a high priority

• Many user groups across the existing websites

• Extensive and ongoing user research

• Many locations where data is held

• Partial consolidation of where information is held – focusing on core technologies

• Many names in the databases for the same place or person

• Identifying the connections between the data elements & establish a unified search

• Many standards in use: heritage, library, archive, museum & period

• Going back to Dublin Core to find commonality



TIMELINE



BEYOND LAUNCH



THANKS

heritagehub@HES.scot

historicenvironment.scot/user-testing

aurelie.turmel@hes.scot
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